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We cannot schedule emergencies to occur at our convenience, but we can 

plan for them. Part of the planning is keeping emergency equipment 

available and accessible when you need it. It is easy to forget about the 

equipment when you don’t need it.  

 

Fire Extinguishers 

They are not coat racks or a place to hang hoses. Keep your extinguishers 

clear. If you have to use one, you do not want to  

lose time looking for it or clearing the way to get to it.  

• Extinguishers should be hung up, and checked on a monthly basis. 

Electrical Panels 

36” clearance in front of the panels is required. Do you have 

that? That clearance is required for two reasons: to protect 

anyone working on the panel and to be able to get to the panel if 

a circuit breaker needs to be shut off in an emergency. 

 

Eyewashes  

Keep them clear. They are not a place to store tools or  

hang hoses. If you have something in your eye and need  

an eyewash, chances are pretty good you cannot see well.  

You might even need someone to guide you. You want  

the eyewash to work, to provide clear solution and you don’t want a 

concussion on the way. Are there hoses in the way? Items in the eyewash? Is 

the eyewash kept clear and accessible? Are you checking it weekly? 

 

Exits  

Keep clear access to them. No running hurdles to get to an 

exit in an emergency. Is there a clear path? Carts in front of 

the door? Hoses or cords in the exit path? Equipment or 

pallets blocking the way? Does emergency lighting light the 

way out? Is the path on the other side of the door clear, free from ice?  

 

Don’t wait for someone else to fix it. If you see something where it shouldn’t 

be, put it away, clear the way. It may be your life on the line. 

 


