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Need more outlets?  If it’s for something with  
a low power demand, such as computers or 
battery chargers, use a relocatable power tap, 
also called a power strip.  But there are limits 
on how to use these: 
• They must be UL-listed.  That means they’ve been  

tested by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory  
(a testing lab OSHA has approved) and meet certain safety 
standards.  UL-listed power strips have the UL logo on the bottom.  

• The power strip must have an internal fuse. 
• Don’t overload it.  They are usually rated for 15 amps.  Most computer equipment is 

rated low enough that plugging in a computer, monitor, and related equipment will 
not overload a power tap.  Monitors, for example, are usually less than 1.5 amps.  
Battery chargers for portable tools also have low power demands, so it’s okay to 
plug multiple battery chargers for tools into one power strip.  But things that heat up, 
like heat guns, space heaters, or microwave ovens, draw a lot of power.  They need 
to be plugged directly into permanent outlets. 

• Don’t daisy-chain: don’t plug one power strip into another and don’t use extension  
                            cords with power strips.  They’re not  
                       listed for that use.  Daisy-chaining  
                        increases the chance of overloading.  

The strip has to be plugged into a 
permanent outlet. 

• Don’t permanently mount the power 
strip.  According to its UL listing, it 
has to be relocatable.  That means 
you need to be able to remove it 
without tools.  You can tape it in 
place.  You can use mounting 
screws that it slots into.  You can 
use Velcro™.  But don’t screw it in 
place or use cable ties. 

• Treat it with the same caution as any 
cord: don’t run it through walls or 
doorways, don’t use if it’s damaged 
or loses its grounding prong, and 
don’t try any makeshift repairs. 

Power tap may not be 
permanently mounted. 

Don’t overload. 

Don’t plug 
extension 
cords into 
power 
taps. 

Don’t wrap cord around conduit. 

Daisy Chaining 
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